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          WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has awarded a $7.4 million grant to fund the establishment of the Massachusetts Veterans' Memorial Cemetery in Winchendon.

          This grant will fund the development of approximately 25 acres of land, including 9,200 gravesites, administration and maintenance buildings, a committal service facility, and associated roads, drainage and grading.

          "We have a strong obligation to the men and women who served in the armed forces," Olver said. "The state veterans' cemetery in Winchendon will better serve the veterans of north central Massachusetts by providing an additional burial option for veterans and their families in this part of the state."

          As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, Olver strongly supported the VA?s State Cemetery Grant Program. Olver has advocated for increases in the State Veterans' Cemetery account, full federal funding for the construction of state cemeteries and requested priority consideration for the Winchendon site.

          A groundbreaking for the new veterans' cemetery in Winchendon will be held in the near future.

          The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) State Cemetery Grants Program was established in 1978 to complement VA's National Cemetery Administration. The program assists states in providing gravesites for veterans in those areas where VA's national cemeteries cannot fully satisfy their burial needs.

          For more information, contact Robert C. McKean, director of Massachusetts Veterans' Memorial Cemeteries, at 413-821-9500.
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